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Happy New Year 

As I looked toward 2024, I have been reflecting on questions and observations from 2023.  One questions I have been 
asked the most in the past is, “How can we make our church grow?”. That’s a big question  because each church is 
different, has different dynamics, and offers a variety of styles of worship and service.  However, if I could pinpoint one 
thing that does affect the growth of the church spiritually, it would be a thought that Dr. John Marshall introduced to us 
during our annual meeting, and that thought is, “HOLINESS MATTERS”.   

If we are going to see our churches grown numerically, we ourselves must grow spiritually.  Our personal holiness is 
vital in order for our churches to be healthy, vibrant, and growing churches.  

We live in a world where sin is not only allowed, but is looked at as normal, and that even includes those who call 
themselves Christians.  We have failed to compare ourselves to Christ and are comparing ourselves to each other.  Most 
people’s mindset is, as long as I look as good or better than that other person, then I am OK.   

However, this mindset does not line up with God’s Holy Word.  1 Peter 1:13-16 says, “13 Therefore gird up the loins of 
your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who 
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written,  “Be holy, for I am holy.” 

Whenever the church sets her focus on being like Jesus, then she is headed in the right direction.   That means we 
sometimes have to ask ourselves the hard questions.  That means we have to hold one another accountable in love .  That 
means we may have to walk away from some things which are present in our lives in order for God to use us to our 
fullest potential.  That means we may need to change who we are and how we do things. To sum it up, that means the 
church needs Revival.   

Whenever we use the word Revival, most people think, “Oh, that is when we have a series of meetings and people come 
to get saved”.  However, this is not the true definition of Revival. Can people get saved at a Revival service? 
Yes, but true Revival is for the church.  Lost people are dead in their sin.  You cannot revive what has never been alive 
spiritually.  That’s a spiritual awakening and a miracle from God.  Revival is when God’s people (the saved), make the 
time to draw closer to God through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Spiritually speaking, a lot of people have lost their 
spiritual spark.  Their zeal and desire to be what God wants them to be has wavered, and they have taken their eyes off of 
Jesus, and are watching more and more of the world.  Can we all say, OUCH.  But what would happen if in our 
churches, the saved people in the pew, caught a spark of Revival?  What if we as the church began falling on our 
faces and praying for ourselves and for others to get right with God?  I believe we could see a great movement of God.   

Does it take a Revival service for this to happen? No.  Can God still use Revival services to speak to hearts and bring 
people back to Jesus? Definitely. Can God still save souls in a Revival service? Sure He can.  I was saved in a Revival 
service.   

I would love for all of our churches to pray about having a revival service this year.  Now I know 
everyone is busy, I am too. However, is God not more important than all those others things we 
tend to put before Him?  I would encourage you to set aside a week for your church family to 
come together, and bring in a Holy Spirit-filled man of God to speak. Then pray and prepare, and 
see what happens.  God gave some the gift of evangelism. Use them.  Maybe some churches 
could go together and have a joint Revival.  I will be glad to help any way I can.  Folks, I truly 
believe lost people are hungry for the Word.  Let’s prepare ourselves spiritually to feed 
them! 

I am looking forward to seeing what God will do through the churches of Mid Lakes Baptist Association this year. 

God bless and Happy New Year,                                                                                                                                                        
Bro. John and Mrs. Gayle 



In January we will be discussing the subject:  

The Importance of DISCIPLESHIP. 

 

Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship 

 

1st and 3rd Tuesday each month  at 8:30 AM. 

at Mid Lakes Baptist Association Office. 

Bring you Breakfast and a Bible. 

We will provide the coffee! 

All men are invited to join us.   

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 



MID LAKES ASSOCIATION 

WMU GROUP MEETING 

Tuesday, January 30th 1 PM 

 

Mid Lakes Association is starting an Assocition 

WMU Group.  This will allow ladies whose 

churches do not have WMU to join this group. 

Even if your church has a group, you are invited 

to attend.  Mrs. Leidra Stunkel will be leading 

the group.  

 

The meeting will be at the Association Office. 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO. 



The Midlakes Youth New Years Eve 
party was an awesome night! We 
had 60 students and several             
fantastic leaders/adults come out 
to party with us at First Baptist 
Bolivar recreation building. Pastor 
Dennis Mays of Noble Hill Baptist 

Church brought a devotion of encouragement to the students. The 
kids enjoyed playing games, snacking all night, and staying up late 
together to ring in the New Year! Thanks to everyone for sending 
their kids and making this event happen. Happy New Year!  

Breanna Piper 

We are saddened to lose two pastors from our Association.  

Bro. Randy Hargis has resigned as pastor of Caplinger Mills 

Baptist Church.  He will be pastoring a church in Hermitage.  

We wish him well.  

 

Bro. Scott Pruitt has resigned as pastor of Mt Etna.  He and 

Heather have served there faithfully for twelve years.  They 

live in Lebanon and are now  expecting Baby #2.   As you 

can see in the picture (blue cupcake), it is another boy.   

Congratulations and we wish you well.   





Cost $25 Per Person 

To Register:  

https://mo.sbcworkspace.com/pub/event/register/55236589 

There is a Hispanic Bible Study which now meets every Monday evening at the FBC, Bolivar Rose Building, at 
114 Springfield  Ave in Bolivar.  Pastor Hazael Rodriguez is currently leading the class.  Feel free to invite all 
your Spanish speaking friends to join in.  You may say, What can I do?   

 1 - Pray, pray, and pray some more.  Pray for God’s will and for God’s Word to be shared and for             

                   many to come to Christ through this ministry.   

 2 - Participate. Whenever a need is shared, jump in and help meet that need.  If you speak Spanish, 
      come participate in the Bible study.  You may even want to take some Spanish classes.  

 3 - Give. Our prayer is for a church plant to develop from this Bible study.  However, ministering to 
      any group pf people involves finances.  Maybe you church would like to designate a certain     

       amount  to this ministry.  Individuals make want to make a one time donation, or give to it  

       monthly.   Understand God is putting this together.  We are just here to serve Him.  So pray,                 
      participate where you can, and give.   

 



 

 

U-HT 450 CLD The Church  
Contextualized Leadership Development (CLD)  

3 Credit Hours 

Spring 2024  

 

II. Course Description  
A survey of the development of the Baptist identity and polity, with special reference to the essence, pur-
pose, and governance of the New Testament church. Attention is given to the history and structure of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  

 

III. Course Objectives  
Students who complete this course will be able to:  

1. Evaluate ecclesiological positions and practices in light of evangelical Baptist convictions 

2. Explain the historical developments and contemporary expressions of Baptist identity 

3. Employ historical and theological understanding to apply evangelical Baptist convictions to ministry 

Equip believers to participate in the local church and its cooperative efforts 

All instruction, activities, and assessments in this class will relate to one or more of these course objectives.  

 

 

Enrollment link: https://share.hsforms.com/1H7WARq2lTtGFzqyESE19IQ3lggp 

 

Start and End Dates: January 18, 2024 – May 2, 2024 

Class Times: 6:00 P.M. – 7:15 P.M. 
Class Location: Southern Hills Baptist Church, 1220 S Springfield Ave, Bolivar, MO  

 

Contact Information: 
Instructor Name, Title, and Credentials: Darren Bradley, Instructor, M.A. Educational Leadership (Gateway 
Seminary); PhD Student – Applied Theology, Leadership Emphasis (Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary). 
Instructor Contact Info: 916-218-8024 

Additional Contact Info: cldcoursework@gmail.com  
 

https://share.hsforms.com/1H7WARq2lTtGFzqyESE19IQ3lggp


Join us for our Raising Passionate         
Jesus Followers Event!  

To register go to: https://share.fluro.io/
form/6578d48f09c9b000375788d1  

https://share.fluro.io/form/6578d48f09c9b000375788d1?fbclid=IwAR1XW8pvD-sdTNElNrH-8eSJYKBT8OlFO6YuPC9uTtqJslT_4xMJKH6lUyc
https://share.fluro.io/form/6578d48f09c9b000375788d1?fbclid=IwAR1XW8pvD-sdTNElNrH-8eSJYKBT8OlFO6YuPC9uTtqJslT_4xMJKH6lUyc




Dr. Wes Fowler is the new Executive Director for the MO Baptist Convention.  

He was the Senior Pastor of FBC, Mayfield, KY.  His church lost their campus to the           

December 10, 2021 Tornado.  His passion is for churches and evangelism.  

We would like for all our churches to come and hear his heart and vision                    

for MO Baptist  and also hear him share God’s Word with us.   

There will be a meet and greet time  at 5 PM with refreshments before the service.  

 



Berean:  

 Now has a Transportation Ministry 

Caplinger Mills:   

 Caplinger Mills pastor has resigned.  His last Sunday was Christmas Eve.  Please pray for the 

 church as they begin their search for a new pastor.  

FBC, Bolivar: 

 Has called Bro. Michael Green as their College Pastor, and Mrs. Julie DuVall is their new Children’s 
 Director. 

FBC, Fair Play:  

 Had great community participation for the Bethlehem Village in December.  

FBC, Humansville: 

 Pastor  David Cloud will begin live streaming messages for the church on a weekly basis until they are 

 able to return home. Bro. David is in LA with his wife as she seeks answers for her MS.  Please keep 

 Mrs. Karol in your prayers. 

First Southern, Stockton: 

 Will be helping distribute Meals on Wheels in January.  

Heritage Baptist Church:  

 Will be hosting a MBCH Conference, “Raising Passionate Jesus Followers. February 9-10.  

Mt Etna:  

 Pastor Scott Pruitt resigned after 12 years as pastor.  Please pray for the church and Bro. Scott.  

 

Meetings in January: 

 2nd - Men’s BYOB Fellowship at 8:30 AM at MLBA (Discussing The Importance of                          
 Discipleship). 

 8th -  Personnel Committee Meeting -  MLBA Office 4:30 PM 

 9th - Executive Board Meeting at Rondo Baptist Church at 7 PM.  Scott Hudgin will be sharing about 

 Manna Ministries.  

 14th -  Camp Committee Meeting -  1 PM at MLBA Office 

 16th -  2 - Men’s BYOB Fellowship at 8:30 AM at MLBA (Discussing The Importance of                  
 Discipleship). 

 16th -  Missions Committee Meeting at 5 PM at MLBA Office 

 30 - MLBA WMU Group Meeting at 1 PM. 



Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 65613 

Associational Missions Strategist: John Rhodes 

Hours: Monday - Wednesday 9 AM - 4 PM 

Office 417-326-4667, AMS Cell 573-579-5993 

Website: www.midlakesba.com 

Email: midlakessba@gmail.com 

Facebook Page: Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

Berean Baptist; Bethel Southern Baptist; Brighton Baptist; Caplinger Mills Baptist; Fender Chapel Baptist;        
First Baptist, Bolivar; First Baptist, Fair Play; First Baptist, Humansville; First Baptist, Morrisville; First Southern 
Baptist, Stockton; Grace Fellowship Baptist; Heritage Baptist; Mt Etna Baptist; Mt Olive Baptist; Noble Hill 
Baptist; Rondo Baptist;  Shepherd’s Way Church; Southern Hills Baptist. 

Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

Executive Board Meeting 

Tuesday, January 9th 

7 PM at Rondo Baptist Church 

Guest Speaker: Bro. Scott Hudgins 

Personnel Committee Meeting 

Monday, January 8th 

4:30 PM 

MLBA Office 


