MID LAKES
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

BOLIVAR, MO (WITH CHURCHES FROM POLK, CEDAR, HICKORY, AND GREENE COUNTIES)

Missions and Ministry Together
By John Rhodes, AMS (Associational Missions Strategist)

If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers bring? (Pilgrams lol)
My granddaughter laughed at that one, so | thought | would share. However, it
does bring to mind the thought, “What do Christians bring?” Of course the right
answer would be, they bring the gospel of Jesus to a lost and dying world. It
excites me when | see people sharing the gospel. We have had several churches
who have been baptizing, and seeing God at work, and | praise God for that. Just
yesterday (4/29) | was cutting a tree out of the middle of the road in Greene County so we could
reach a house with a tree on it, and a young man stopped and offered to help drag limbs. When |
thanked him for helping, his reply was, “It's just the Christian thing to do”. My heart was blessed to
hear a young man talk like that.

If you missed the Semi-Annual Fellowship Meeting on 4/27 at Noble Hill, you missed a great
blessing. | had people telling me that all our churches needed to hear these messages. Our crowd
was a little thin, but the service and food was wonderful.

With the summer months ahead, let me encourage you to use this time for the Lord. Many people
vacation, and that is OK, but what worries me is all of those who vacation from God. Include the
Lord in all aspects of your life.

May 1 is National Day of Prayer, and May 3rd is the Camp Yard Sale Fundraiser.

Continue to pray for and encourage one another. We still have churches looking for pastors, and
they need our prayers.

On a sad note, Grace Fellowship Church has been struggling and has chosen to merge with Liberty
Independent Church and will become Liberty Baptist Church. They have withdrawn from the
association, MBC, and SBC. We wish them well.

God bless and keep on serving!

Bro. John and Mrs. Gayle
Phil 1:6



MEN'S FELLOWSHIP
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Bring our own Breakfast and a Bible.

6th & 20th at 8:30 AM

Men’'s Breakfast and Fellowship
1st and 3rd Tuesday each month at 8:30 AM.
at Mid Lakes Baptist Association Office.
We will provide the coffee!
All men are invited to join us.

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO

WMU

rmissions for life™

MID LAKES ASSOCIATION Month of May
WMU GROUP MEETING Exception

Last Monday of each month at 2 PM. M::s:: Doiy,
All ladies are invited to join in.
Mrs. Leidra Stunkel 1s leading the group.
The meeting will be at the Association Office.
722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO.

we will meet
Tuesday, May
27th at 2 PM.



FROM PROTECT MY MINISTRY

(This is the organization we do background checks through.)

New Child
Safety Training

We've been hard at work revamping our Child

E m pOwe ri n g S a fe Safety Training Program to ensure it meets the

highest standards and addresses key safety

. concerns.

EﬂVl rO n m e ntS fO r On January 21, we will be releasing all new
Volunteer and Staff versions of our Child Safe-

C h u rC h eS ty Training with updated statistics, graphics and
guides.

Less than 38% of child victims disclose they’ve been abused. It is critical that our program empower

churches to mitigate potential incidents by recognizing the signs of abuse and grooming early.

Our mission at Protect My Ministry is to provide you with the tools and services to make your
church a safe haven for worship. Our employee training is approved by the Texas Department
of State Health Services for child sexual abuse prevention. At the end of each training
participants must pass a quiz with at least a 70% to earn a Certificate of Completion. An
updated Spanish version will also be available.

Updated: Design; Statistics; New Content; Updated Guides
Need to Add Child Safety Training to Your Program? Contact us today!

Protect My Ministry:  www.sales@protectmyministry.com
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We have our first ever Berean
Missions Collective for those
interested in giving or
participating in missions.



MCBA Church News

Berean: Preaching Worship, May 4 at 7 PM

Bethel: Still searching for a new pastor.

FBC Bolivar: Baptized several during Baptism Sunday. VBS June 2-6

FBC, Fair Play: VBS July 14-18

Fender Chapel: Have started a monthly, last Sunday Evening Hymn Sing.

First Southern, Stockton: Youth Sunday May 4th

Herntage: Stll in the process of finding a pastor. Heritage 1s also hosting the middle school and
high school grades of the Polk County Christian School. VBS June 9-13

Hispanic Ministry: Bible Study every Monday evening at 7 PM at the Rose Building. Average
attendance around 25. Stll searching for a pastor to lead in worship services.

Mount Olive: Pastor Chadd Caldwell will be leaving to go to NW Iowa to work in a Christian

University there,
Wellspring: VBS July 14-18

MLBA Men’s Fellowship and Breakfast: May 6th & 20th
MLBA WMU Meeting: Tuesday, May 27th at 2 PM

Dates to Remember in 2025

May 1 - National Day of Prayer

June 8-11 SBC Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX

July 15 - MLBA Executive Board Meeting

July 26 - 29 Children’s Camp

July 29 - August 3 Youth Camp

August 12 - MLBA Nominating Committee Meeting
August 18 - MLBA Budget Committee Meeting
September 24 - See You at the Pole

October is Pastor Appreciation Month

October - 13 & 14 MLBA Annual Meeting Heritage / Shepherd’s Way
October 18 - Pastor’s Family Event

October 27-28 MBC Annual Meeting, Branson
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Congratulations to Bro. Dennis Mays (Noble Hill Pastor) and Noah
Taylor (Noble Hill Youth Pastor). Dennis received his masters

Degree and Noah his bachelors degree from Mission University.



Youth Camp
< > ( $160
Mid-Lakes Camps Kids Camp
. WORSHIP, LEARN, GROW ) $150

NOTE: Camp Dates for 2025

Kid’s Camp: July 26 - 29
Youth Camp: July 30 - August 3
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Behold, how good and hew

’ ‘ pleasant i i Feor brellvven to duwell
/@ tegethen in unity!

Paalm 133:1

L A SPECIAL THANK
" | YOuTOALLOUR
CHURCHES WHO
FAITHFULLY GIVE
"' TO THE MINISTRY
"OF THE MID LAKES

BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. WITHOUT
YOU, THIS MINISTRY WOULD NOT

MLBA Executive Board Meeting
Tuesday, April 15th @ 7 PM

FBC, Bolivar Rose
Building

Duke Jones will be
sharing about his
recent mission trip
to Thailand.

EXIST.

Hispanic Bible Study
Each Monday Night at 7 PM
at FBC, Bolivar Rose Building

Hispanic Ministry Update: The Hispanic Ministry is still going strong. Each Monday Pastor Hazael Rodriguez continues
to teach the Bible study as they continue to search for a permanent pastor for this group. They are averaging 25 in their
Bible study. This group is now receiving an offering each week to invest the work God is doing there. Pastor Rodriguez is
the pastor of the Iglesia Cristiana Casa de Oracion Church in Springfield, MO. Please continue to pray that God raises up a
pastor for this group so they can begin regular worship services. That is when we can begin participating with finances.

Berean Baptist; Bethel Southern Baptist; Brighton Baptist; Caplinger Mills Baptist; Fender Chapel Baptist;
First Baptist, Bolivar; First Baptist, Fair Play; First Baptist, Humansuville; First Baptist, Morrisville; First Southern
Baptist, Stockton; Heritage Baptist; Mt Etna Baptist; Mt Olive Baptist; Noble Hill Baptist; Rondo Baptist;
Shepherd’s Way Church; Southern Hills Baptist; Wellspring Baptist Fellowship (in the process of joining).

Mid Lakes Baptist Association

,e | 722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 65613
/ Associational Missions Strategist: John Rhodes
| Office 417-326-4667, AMS Cell 573-579-5993

baptist

Otfice Hours Website: www.midlakesba.com
Monday - Wednesday Email: midlakessba@gmail.com
9 AM- 4 PM Facebook Page: Mid Lakes Baptist Association

John Rhodes, AMS



