
 

Mid Lakes                                         

Baptist Association 
Bolivar, MO (With churches from Polk, Cedar, Hickory, and Greene Counties) 

 

Missions and Ministry Together 

By John Rhodes, AMS (Associational Missions Strategist) 
 

Why do we do ministry?   

Jesus said in Matthew 16:18, “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  

We know that Jesus is our rock (our foundation), and we are not building our church, but 
His church, His kingdom.  Why do we do ministry?  Because there are people who are in 
need of God’s saving grace, and it is our job to tell them about Jesus.  I spoke with a man 
this week who is dying, and just two weeks ago he was saved by God’s amazing grace.  His life here may 
not be long, but his soul in eternity will be forever with Jesus.   I am so glad someone was not so wrapped 
up in “church stuff” that they took the time to tell him about Jesus.   That’s what the church is here for.  
Each of us (and our churches, regardless of size) has a job to do.  God has a plan for us.   The question is, 
are we doing God’s perfect will for our lives?   Let me challenge you today to step up to the plate and serve 
the Lord with all you have.   

In case you have not heard, there have been some changes for Gayle and me.  Changes that I believe God 
will bless.   As your AMS, I serve as part-time (bi-vocational).  That is all the association can afford to pay.   
I am not complaining, just stating the fact.  We are a small association and only have so much in resources 
which we try to be good stewards.  However, God has opened another door, which can work with this door.  
On June 8th, Mt Olive Baptist Church called me to be their new pastor.  This is a bi-vocational position 
which can work along side my current bi-vocational AMS position.  Mt Olive has taken a step of faith and 
will move their 11 am worship service to 8:45 am on August 10th, in order to reach more people, and to  
allow me time to leave after worship and go to the other churches in the association.  There will be times 
when the church will have to be flexible, along with the association.   The MLBA Personnel Committee has 
given their blessing, and we are looking forward to what God will do.  Mt Olive will also move their 
Wednesday evening midweek service to Thursday evenings at 6 PM in order to allow me to visit the other 
churches of the association on Wednesday nights.   

So just to clarity, I will still be available to preach and minister in our 
Mid Lakes Churches.  I just may not get there until time to start the  
service.  I still love serving beside our Mid Lakes Churches and           
watching all the great things God is doing.  Now I have two wonderful 
ministries!!! 

God bless and keep on serving! 

Bro. John and Mrs. Gayle                                                                                                                                       
Phil 1:6 

July 2025 



Children’s Camp 

July 26 - 29 

Cost $150 per student  

Youth Camp 

July 30 - August 3 

per student  Cost $160 

We also have to pay for each night for the leaders.   
Sign up your student TODAY 

https://midlakescamps.weebly.com 

Leaders PLEASE register too!                                          
We need your T-shirt size. 

Have Questions?  

Call Tim Cossins at (417) 327-5395 or                                         
Bre Piper at (417) 912-1152   or Ezra Piper at (417) 298-5785  



Important Executive 
Board Meeting 

Place: Mt Etna Baptist Church 

Date: Tuesday, July 15th 

Time: 7 PM 

Two special items. 
1 - A representative from GLS Insurance Group will be with us sharing 
with us about the prospect of have church group insurance through 
the association. They are working with Guide One Insurance to try to 
make this happen.  They will be sharing information and answering 
any questions you may have.   
2 - We will also be looking at a request to provide $50 a month to help 
fund special training for young Spanish speaking preachers who are 
looking to become pastors.  This will be a year long commitment.  
This is in conjunction with the Hispanic Bible Study Group we have 
been involved in and meets at FBC, Bolivar Rose Building every week 
on Mondays at 7 PM.   
The Personnel Committee will also be meeting at 6 PM right before 
the Executive Board Meeting.   

 

Please share this with the people in 
your church who deal with                              

your church insurance.    
Everyone is invited to attend.  



 July 1st & 15th at 8:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship 

1st and 3rd Tuesday each month  at 8:30 AM. 

at Mid Lakes Baptist Association Office. 

We will provide the coffee!   All men are invited to join us.   

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 

MID LAKES ASSOCIATION 

WMU GROUP MEETING 
 

 

Last Monday of each month at 2 PM. 

All ladies are invited to join in. 

Mrs. Leidra Stunkel is leading  the group                                

at the Association Office. 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO. 

 

 

Bring your own Breakfast and a Bible. 

In July, the ladies will meet at  
FBC, Fair Play. 

That dates is July 28th at 2 PM. 



Bethel: Still searching for a new pastor.   

FBC Bolivar: Had a wonderful VBS  

FBC, Fair Play: VBS July 14-18 

First Southern, Stockton: Now streaming live on You tube,  Find them at FSBC, 

 Stockton. VBS,   July 6th thru July 10th  -  6:00pm-8:30pm.  

Heritage:  Had a great VBS.  Called Gary Urich as interim pastor.   

Hispanic Ministry: Bible Study every Monday evening at 7 PM at the Rose Building.  

 Average attendance around 25.  Still searching for a pastor to lead in worship        

 services.  

Mount Olive: Called John Rhodes to be their new pastor.  He also still serves as the 

 MLBA AMS.   Will move to an 8:45 AM early service on August 10th.  

Noble Hill: Had a wonderful VBS.  

Rondo: Will have VBS July 7-11 

Wellspring: VBS July 14-18.   Just had a mission team return from Guatemala. 

 

MLBA Men’s Fellowship and Breakfast: July 1st & 16th  

MLBA WMU Meeting: Tuesday, July 28th at 2 PM at FBC Fair Play for the month 

 of July. 

CAMP: Kids Camp—July 26th -  29th,   Youth July 30th - August 3rd.  

 

 

Dates to Remember in 2025 

July 15 - Personnel Committee Meeting 

July 15 - MLBA Executive Board Meeting 

July 26 - 29 Children’s Camp 

July 29 - August 3 Youth Camp 

August 12 -  MLBA Nominating Committee Meeting 

August 18 -  MLBA Budget Committee Meeting 

September 24 - See You at the Pole 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month 

October -  13 & 14 MLBA Annual Meeting Heritage / Shepherd’s Way 

October 18 - Pastor’s Family Event 
October 27-28  MBC Annual Meeting, Branson 



The Hispanic Ministry is still going strong.  Each Monday, Pastor Hazael Rodriguez, continues 
to teach the Bible study as they continue to search for a permanent pastor for this group.  They 
are averaging 25 in their Bible study.   This group is now receiving an offering each week to 
invest the work God is doing there.  Pastor Rodriguez is the pastor of the Iglesia Cristiana Casa 
de Oracion Church in Springfield, MO which is the home sponsoring church for this church 
plant which we are partnering with.  

At one time they believed they had a candidate for pastor, but that individual took another  
ministry position in Florida.   Do to the difficulty of finding doctrinally sound Spanish          
speaking preachers, Pastor Rodriguez is working with NAMB and the MBC in starting a year 
long intern program for 10 young men who feel called into the ministry.  They will meet twice 
monthly for intensive training to prepare them to be pastors in Hispanic Churches. Pastor       
Rodriguez is asking our southwest region associations to help him with expenses.  He will be 
bringing in people who will be helping train these young ministers.  He is asking for $400 a 
month to cover mileage, supplies, and text books.  The $400 needed would be divided between 
all our associations. Please help me pray and our Executive Board as we pray about how much 
our association can give to this training ministry.  This investment will prayerfully lead to      
future growth in the Hispanic Ministry here.   

Please continue to pray that God will raise up a pastor for the Bolivar group that meets on       
Monday nights at 7 PM, so they can begin regular worship services. That is when we will all 
be able to participating with financing this ministry. 

Special Thanks to FBC, Bolivar for hosting the Monday night Hispanic Bible Study.  Also        
special thanks to Don Hodson and Gustavo Nix who are there each Monday as hosts.  Both 
men speak Spanish and have a heart for this ministry.  

 

Bro. John 



Empowering Safe 

Environments for 
Churches 

We've been hard at work revamping our Child 
Safety Training Program to ensure it meets the 
highest standards and addresses key safety 
concerns. 
On January 21, we will be releasing all new 
Volunteer and Staff versions of our Child Safe-
ty Training with updated statistics, graphics and 
guides. 

Less than 38% of child victims disclose they’ve been abused. It is critical that our program empower 
churches to mitigate potential incidents by recognizing the signs of abuse and grooming early.  

Our mission at Protect My Ministry is to provide you with the tools and services to make your 
church a safe haven for worship. Our employee training is approved by the Texas Department 
of State Health Services for child sexual abuse prevention. At the end of each training                   
participants must pass a quiz with at least a 70% to earn a Certificate of Completion. An                   
updated Spanish version will also be available.  

Updated: Design; Statistics; New Content; Updated Guides 

Need to Add Child Safety Training to Your Program? Contact us today! 

Protect My Ministry:    www.sales@protectmyministry.com 

From Protect My Ministry                   
(This is the organization we do background checks through.) 













Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 65613 

Associational Missions Strategist: John Rhodes 

Office 417-326-4667, AMS Cell 573-579-5993 

Website: www.midlakesba.com 

Email: midlakessba@gmail.com 

Facebook Page: Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

John Rhodes, AMS 

Berean Baptist; Bethel Southern Baptist; Brighton Baptist; Caplinger Mills Baptist; Fender Chapel Baptist;        
First Baptist, Bolivar; First Baptist, Fair Play; First Baptist, Humansville; First Baptist, Morrisville; First Southern 
Baptist, Stockton; Heritage Baptist; Mt Etna Baptist; Mt Olive Baptist; Noble Hill Baptist; Rondo Baptist;           
Shepherd’s Way Church; Southern Hills Baptist; Wellspring Baptist Fellowship (in the  process of joining). 

 

Hispanic  
Bible Study                                            

Every Monday Evening at 7 PM 

At FBC, Bolivar’s Rose Building.  

Everyone is invited.  

NOTE: Camp Dates for 2025 

Kid’s Camp: July 26 - 29    3-6th grades                              

Youth Camp: July 30 - August 3 7th—12th Grades 

Camp Registration cutoff (to get t-shirt) July 13th.  

Office Hours 

Monday - Wednesday 

9 AM -  4 PM 

MLBA Executive Board Meeting 

Tuesday, July 15 @ 7 PM 

Place: Mount Etna 
Baptist Church 

Learning about             
possible group                 
insurance  for                  
churches.  

A special Thank 
You to all our 
churches who 

faithfully give 
to the ministry 

of the Mid Lakes                     
Baptist Association.  Without 

you, this ministry would not      
exist.  

Youth Camp 

$160 

Kids Camp 3-6

$150 

The Annual Church Profiles (ACP) are 
due by the end of August.  PLEASE ask 

your church clerk to fill this out and 
send it in.  It helps  provide important                 

information along wit h statistics.  


