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Missions and Ministry Together 

By John Rhodes, AMS (Associational Missions Strategist) 
 

Hello Mid Lakes Family, 

I am writing this a little late due to the fact that last week, when I normally do the newsletters,               
I was at camp.  So with camp fresh on my mind, I would like to share a little with you about 
camp. This year we only had around 30 kids for youth camp, and I believe it was around 83 
youth for youth camp. I am not sure why kids camp was down, but next year please help us get 
that number up.  

For most of our Mid Lakes Churches, it would be impossible for them to put on a church camp all 
by themselves.  Most do not have enough youth and the churches are not large enough to support that type of ministry 
all alone.  That is why it is wonderful to be part of  an association of churches where we can come together as a group 
and do this type of ministry, and Mid Lakes does it well.   So many people are such great supporters of camp, and for 
that we say THANK YOU!!! 

It takes a lot of work to put on an associational camp.  No one person could undertake this by themselves.  However 
we are blessed with a camp committee and our Children and Youth Directors who work well together and spend 
countless hours of their time to make this possible.  Tim and Jana Cossins and Breanna and Ezra Piper have spent 
years pouring time and energy into camp.   The camp committee is on a three year rotating basis and work right along 
side our directors to make camp possible.  Bre puts in countless hours organizing, dealing with the finances of camp, 
making schedules, and this year she even planned the meals.  I want to give a special thanks to her.   

Yet beyond those charges with camp responsibility, there are many who faithfully attend camp planning meetings, 
and give of their time to participate in camp.  Many of these grew up attending camp here,  and are now leaders            
helping oversee everything that happens at camp.  We also don’t want to forget those who serve faithfully in the 
kitchen preparing food, and refreshments for the many campers.  It can be early mornings, and sometimes late nights 
of hard work, but they just smile and continue to serve.  

This year we did see several campers come to Christ as their Savior, and there were some who made other decisions 
for Christ.  Scott Pruitt, Derrick Lewright, and Braden Jones did a great job in leading us in God’s Word, and a group 
of young people from FBC, Bolivar blessed us in leading worship in youth camp.  For kid’s camp, Emilia Hogan did 
a wonderful job leading the kids in song. One of the greatest blessings for me last week, was watching youth go down 
to the altar, and I watched as Dodge Hogan (who did a great job leading our recreation time), noticed one young man 
in the altar and he immediately rushed from the other side of the room just to pray with him!   What a blessing that 
was.  I also appreciate the camp committee for trusting me with the privilege to preach to the youth for the last service 
at camp.  Things last week ran smoothly, and God was honored and glorified.  Praise the Lord.  Thank you to             
everyone who had a part in praying, giving, going, and doing. God is good!!! 

God bless and keep on serving! 

Bro. John and Mrs. Gayle                                                                                                                                       
Phil 1:6 

August 
2025 



 August  5th & 19th at 8:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship 

1st and 3rd Tuesday each month  at 8:30 AM. 

at Mid Lakes Baptist Association Office. 

We will provide the coffee!   All men are invited to join us.   

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 

MID LAKES ASSOCIATION 

WMU GROUP MEETING 
 

 

Last Monday of each month at 2 PM. 

All ladies are invited to join in. 

Mrs. Leidra Stunkel is leading  the group                                

at the Association Office. 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO. 

 

 

Bring your own Breakfast and a Bible. 

MLBA Budget                
Committee Meeting 

Monday, August 18 

At the MLBA Office 

MLBA Nominating  

Committee Meeting 

Monday, August 15th  

At the MLBA Office  - 5 PM 



Bethel: Still searching for a new pastor.   

FBC Bolivar: Dr. Adam Hughes has resigned as Senior Pastor.  He will stay through 

the month of October.  He is returning to the New Orleans Seminary as a professor 

of ministry students.   

FBC, Fair Play: Had a great VBS 

Fender Chapel: Is seeing God bless.  Had another well attended baptism service at 

the Sach River.  

Heritage:  Called Gary Urich as interim pastor.   

Hispanic Ministry: Bible Study every Monday evening at 7 PM at the Rose Building.  

 Average attendance around 25.  Still searching for a pastor to lead in worship        

 services.  

Mount Olive: Called John Rhodes to be their new pastor.  He also still serves as the 

 MLBA AMS.   The church will move to an 8:45 AM early service on August 

 10th, and Move Wednesday evenings to Thursday evenings at 6 pm.  

Noble Hill: Pastor Dennis and his wife Emily are expecting their third child 8/6/25.  

Rondo: Had a great VBS.  More students than expected.  

Wellspring: Just had a mission team return from Guatemala. 

 

MLBA Men’s Fellowship and Breakfast: August 5th and 19th 

MLBA WMU Meeting: Monday, August 25th at 2 PM at the MLBA Office. 

 

 

Dates to Remember in 2025 

August 18 -  MLBA Budget Committee Meeting 

August 25 -  MLBA Nominating Committee Meeting 

September 24 - See You at the Pole 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month 

October -  13 & 14 MLBA Annual Meeting Heritage (Mon) / Shepherd’s Way (Tue) 
October 18 - Pastor’s Family Event 
October 27-28  MBC Annual Meeting, Branson 

  



The Hispanic Ministry is still going strong.  Each Monday, Pastor Hazael Rodriguez, continues 
to teach the Bible study as they continue to search for a permanent pastor for this group.  They 
are averaging 25 in their Bible study.  

Pastor Rodriguez is working with NAMB and the MBC in starting a year long intern program 
for 7 young men who feel called into the ministry.  They will meet twice monthly for intensive 
training to prepare them to be pastors in Hispanic Churches. Our Executive Board approved 
giving $600 to help support this minister training program.  

Please continue to pray that God will raise up a pastor for the Bolivar group that meets on       
Monday nights at 7 PM, so they can begin regular worship services. That is when we will all 
be able to participate with financing this ministry. 

Special Thanks to FBC, Bolivar for hosting the Monday night Hispanic Bible Study.  Also        
special thanks to Don Hodson and Gustavo Nix who are there each Monday as hosts.  Both 
men speak Spanish and have a heart for this ministry.  

Bro. John 

Annual Church Profiles are due.  

If your church has not turned in their ACP, please do so.   

This information helps us plan trainings and gives  

us some important statistics which can be very helpful. 

If you have any questions, please give Bro. John a call.  







Mid Lakes Association has a 
special invite to join                    

in this event. 





Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 65613 

Associational Missions Strategist: John Rhodes 

Office 417-326-4667, AMS Cell 573-579-5993 

Website: www.midlakesba.com 

Email: midlakessba@gmail.com 

Facebook Page: Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

John Rhodes, AMS 

Berean Baptist; Bethel Southern Baptist; Brighton Baptist; Caplinger Mills Baptist; Fender Chapel Baptist;        
First Baptist, Bolivar; First Baptist, Fair Play; First Baptist, Humansville; First Baptist, Morrisville; First Southern 
Baptist, Stockton; Heritage Baptist; Mt Etna Baptist; Mt Olive Baptist; Noble Hill Baptist; Rondo Baptist;           
Shepherd’s Way Church; Southern Hills Baptist; Wellspring Baptist Fellowship (in the  process of joining). 

 

Hispanic  
Bible Study                                            

Every Monday Evening at 7 PM 

At FBC, Bolivar’s Rose Building.  

Everyone is invited.  

THANK YOU to everyone who 

supported and prayed for camp this 

year.  We can’t wait until next year! 

Office Hours 

Monday - Wednesday 

9 AM -  4 PM 

MLBA Annual Meeting 

Monday October 13 - Heritage 
Baptist Church, Bolivar 

Tuesday, October 14 - 
Shepherd’s Way Baptist 
Church, Pleasant Hope 

Everyone is Invited to Attend.  

A special Thank 
You to all our 
churches who 

faithfully give 
to the ministry 

of the Mid Lakes                     
Baptist Association.  Without 

you, this ministry would not      
exist.  

The Annual Church Profiles (ACP) are 
due by the end of August.  PLEASE ask 

your church clerk to fill this out and 
send it in.  It helps  provide important                 

information along wit h statistics.  


