
 

Mid Lakes                                          

Baptist Association 
Bolivar, MO (With churches from Polk, Cedar, Hickory, and Greene Counties) 

 

Missions and Ministry Together 

By John Rhodes, AMS (Associational Missions Strategist) 
 

Hello Mid Lakes Family, 

Happy Fall.   It is hard to believe the leaves are already changing colors, and some are turning loose.  
Of course, each fall we see change.  Change happens, whether we are referring to leaves or churches. I am sad to      
report that some changes are occurring, however, I realize that when change happens, that is often when God does His 
best work.  Three of our churches have lost or are loosing their pastors.  Bro. Harry Moore has resigned as pastor of        
Caplinger Mills Baptist Church.  Bro. Harry is recovering from a broken neck, and we are praying for him. Bro.              
Harry’s grandson-in-law has been filling in and I believe will continue in that roll for now.  

 Dr. Adam Hughes will be leaving FBC, Bolivar at the end of October.  He is returning to New Orleans Seminary to 
be the head over the ministry doctorate program there. Bro. Adam will be missed. Beginning in November, Dr. John 
Marshall will be serving as their interim.  

Mt Etna’s pastor, Bro. Duke Jones will be leaving Mt Etna and going north to minister to his home church in Hickory 
County. Mt Etna has been blessed by his leadership and I know he will be missed here. Please pray for Mt Etna     
during this transition. 

Do you know what October is??????     
Be sure to let your pastor know that you appreciate him and his family. Being a pastor is no easy task. Put yourself in 
his shoes and just think if you had to put up with ———YOU?  I encourage you to bless your pastor is some           
substantial way this month.  

The past month in our nation has been crazy.  Never have I seen such extremes exist, as what we see in the world  
today. For a moment, let’s forget about all the political stuff out there, and let’s focus on the spiritual.  In the past 
month, since Charlie Kirk’s assassination, I have witnessed prayer in the halls of congress, prayer on our military  
bases, countless young people standing up for their faith, and the gospel being proclaimed over and over again.  I have 
heard politicians speak the name of Jesus more this month, than I have in most of my years combined.   Is this true 
revival?  I cannot say for sure, but I truly pray it is the beginning of revival in our nation.  What I do take from this is 
there is a need for true believers to apologetically live out their faith.   Just like Ephesians 6 says for us to do. 
“14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and 
having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with 
which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the                  
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints— 19 and for me, that 
utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for 
which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. “  Eph 6:14-20 

See you at this year’s Annual Meeting, October 13th & 14th. 

We love you all                                                                                              
Bro. John & Mrs. Gayle 



159th Annual Meeting 

Mid-Lakes Southern  

Baptist Association 

 

 

 

 

Monday, October 13th  

Heritage Baptist Church, Bolivar 

Meal 6:00 PM,  Meeting 6:45 PM 

Tuesday, October 14th 

Shepherd’s Way Church, Pleasant Hope 

Meal 6:00 PM,  Meeting 6:45 PM 

(Tuesday will be camp night) 
Speaker: 18 year old  Salvador Gonzalez                                                                                

from First Southern Baptist in Stockton 

Psalms 133:1 



October  7th & 21st at 8:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship 

1st and 3rd Tuesday each month  at 8:30 AM. 

at Mid Lakes Baptist Association Office. 

We will provide the coffee!   All men are invited to join us.   

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 

MID LAKES ASSOCIATION 

WMU GROUP MEETING 
 

 

Last Monday of each month at 2 PM. 

All ladies are invited to join in. 

Mrs. Leidra Stunkel is leading  the group                                

at the Association Office. 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO. 

 

 

Bring your own Breakfast and a Bible. 



First Baptist Church 

Bolivar, MO 

Thursday, October 2, 2025 

7 PM 

 Tickets are on sale now at   

fbcbolivar.churchcenter.com/registrations/

http://fbcbolivar.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3043920?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRFZjZ29ieFp4cjNNWmlhRwEeuTePcGNmCcENCAHw9hSNedXgg9dnwQNJ7Nd75WoAzSs3bspEk0FIMD9kUR0_aem_6JdHf5l0EY1LHJwjGbo-uw






November 9-12, 2025 

Sunday Morning 8:45 AM 

Sunday after Church and Sunday School, a carry in meal                                       
will be enjoyed and Homecoming Singing around 12:30 or 1 PM. 

Monday - Wednesday 6:30 PM Nightly 

 

Evangelist: Bro. Bill Jetton,                   
DOM for Ozark Prairie Baptist Association 

 

Music: Bro. Rocky Simmons and                            
Ms. Barbara Wegrzyn 

 

A Love Offering will be received nightly to go to the Evangelist 

Everyone is Invited to Attend!!! 
4079 Hwy D, Bolivar, MO 65613 

Bro. John Rhodes, Pastor 

For more information call 573-579-5993 

Bill and Judy Jetton 



Bethel: Can use prayer right now.   

Caplinger Mills: Bro. Harry Moore has resigned as pastor due to health reasons.  His 

 grandson-in-law has been filling in and will continue to fill in for now.   

FBC Bolivar: Dr. Adam Hughes has resigned as Senior Pastor.  He will stay through  

 the month of October.  He is returning to the New Orleans Seminary as a           

 professor of ministry students.  Dr John Marshall will start as their interim           

 pastor beginning in November. Steven Curtis Chapman will be singing,             

 October 2 at 7 PM.  See their website to register.  

Heritage:  Still searching for a Senior Pastor.  Gary Urich is their Interim. 

Hispanic Ministry: Bible Study every Monday evening at 7 PM at the Rose Building.  

 Average attendance around 25.  Still searching for a pastor to lead in worship        

 services.  

Mt Etna: Bro. Duke Jones has resigned as their pastor.  Please pray for Mt Etna as 

 they begin their search for a new pastor.  

Mount Olive: The church has moved to an 8:45 AM worship service and  Sunday 

 School at 10 AM, and has their mid-week service on Thursday evenings at               

 6 pm.   Revival services are set for November 9-12 with Bro. Bill Jetton being 

 the evangelist. 

AMS: Even though Bro. John is pastoring Mt Olive, he is still available to preach in 

 our association churches.  That is why Mt Olive has an early service and has 

 moved Wednesday nights to Thursdays.  He is glad to work with you and help 

 out any way he can.  

 

MLBA Men’s Fellowship and Breakfast: October 7th  & 21st 

MLBA WMU Meeting: 2 PM Monday, October 27 at the MLBA Office 

 

Dates to Remember in 2025 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month 

October -  13 & 14 MLBA Annual Meeting Heritage (Mon) / Shepherd’s Way (Tue) 
October 27-28  MBC Annual Meeting, Branson 

November 1- Time Change 

November 11 - Veteran’s Day 

November 27th - Thanksgiving Day 



Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 65613 

Associational Missions Strategist: John Rhodes 

Office 417-326-4667, AMS Cell 573-579-5993 

Website: www.midlakesba.com 

Email: midlakessba@gmail.com 

Facebook Page: Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

John Rhodes, AMS 

Berean Baptist; Bethel Southern Baptist; Brighton Baptist; Caplinger Mills Baptist; Fender Chapel Baptist;        
First Baptist, Bolivar; First Baptist, Fair Play; First Baptist, Humansville; First Baptist, Morrisville; First Southern 
Baptist, Stockton; Heritage Baptist; Mt Etna Baptist; Mt Olive Baptist; Noble Hill Baptist; Rondo Baptist;           
Shepherd’s Way Church; Southern Hills Baptist; Wellspring Baptist Fellowship (in the  process of joining). 

 

Hispanic  
Bible Study                                            

Every Monday Evening at 7 PM 

At FBC, Bolivar’s Rose Building.  

Everyone is invited.  

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

9 AM -  4 PM 

MLBA Annual Meeting 

Monday October 13 - Heritage 
Baptist Church, Bolivar 

Tuesday, October 14 - 
Shepherd’s Way Church, 

Pleasant Hope 

Everyone is Invited to Attend.                                 
Meal 6 PM, Service 6:45 PM each night 

 
Reminder:  If you have used the Block 
Party Trailer this year and have not paid the $35 
maintenance fee, please remember to do this.  
We are not trying to make money from this, but 
we do try to keep it in good working condition 
for all our churches, and this helps us do that. 

Thank You 

We are excited to be welcoming             
Wellspring Baptist Fellowship into our 
association this year at the Annual 
Meeting.  


