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Missions and Ministry Together                                                                           
Bro. John Rhodes, AMS (Associational Missions Strategist) 

 

Welcome to 2026. 

Over the past 25 years or so, there has been a steady decline in church attendance, and churches are closing 
their doors all across our land.  Even in our own association we have experienced this. Compound this with 
the lack of God called preachers to fill the pulpits, and we find ourselves questioning what to do.  Some have 
lost hope.  Some have given up and believe we are already defeated.  Some have compromised their         
convictions just to  appease those around them and to draw a crowd.  All this sounds  pretty depressing.  
Then I am reminded where Mordecai tells Queen Esther that she may have been made queen, “for such a time 
as this”, meaning God had placed her where she was for a reason.   I believe God is still raising up born-again 
believers, “for such a time as this”, to do His will.  God is still calling preachers, leaders, and workers for His 
purpose of sharing the gospel.    

Recent articles have been saying that the generation of today are seekers.  They are seeking for truth and 
something real.  They desire a firm foundation in which to place their faith.   That is why our churches have to 
make sure we are building on a firm foundation.   We have to return to what works, the Word of God - truth.   

The theme for our association this year is Building a Firm Foundation taken from Matthew 7:24.  The wise man 
built his house upon the rock, and we as churches must make sure our foundations are built upon the solid 
rock, Jesus Christ.  (Hear me when say I am speaking in general and not directly about any of our churches). 
Churches of today, have changed much from years past.  Technology has changed many of the methods we 
use, and the way in which we reach people.  However, whether we use screens, lights, videos, musical         
instruments, or none of these, what matters is the foundation on which the church is built.   The church MUST 
go back to Biblical principles of the Word of God.  When the church has a firm Biblical foundation and is       
carrying out the great commission, regardless of which style or preferences (traditional, contemporary, praise 
and worship, etc. / God can use them all), then the power of the Holy Spirit can do His work.  A successful 
church is one where the Holy Spirit is working, and her foundation is in Christ the solid rock, not on what 
grandpa or grandma built.  Church is not based upon who has the most controlling power, or the most money 
is in their bank account. The early church didn't have buildings, budgets, staging, lighting, or self-help            
motivational speeches.  They had preachers who preached the truth, sacrificed for the sake of others, and 
were real shepherds to the flock which God had entrusted them with, something many churches are missing 
today.   

If I can encourage our churches to do anything this new year, it would be to take a look at the spiritual          
foundation of your church, and make sure you are a Great Commission Church following the Lord’s will and 
not your own will.  Invest in ministry that has eternal significance, and  stand upon the Word of God.             
Above all, saturate all you do in prayer. The other thing is to build each other up, not tear each other down.  
Arguments are not the answer, love and prayer is. Division in the church is a tool that Satan uses so often and 
we just give into it.  Pray for one another, love one another, and lift 
each other up   Not only will you grow, and those you are investing 
in will grow spiritually, but I truly believe God’s kingdom will grow.   

So here is your New Year’s message, go out and be the Church,                
HIS CHURCH! 

We love you, 

Bro. John and Mrs. Gayle 

Happy New Year! 
 



Youth New Year’s Eve Party                                                                                                                  

 

Kid’s Camp                                                            
July 25 - 28th (Saturday - Tuesday)  

 

Youth Camp                                                    

July 28 - August 1.                                
(Tuesday—Saturday) 

 

Thank You to everyone 

who helped with the Youth 

New Year’s Eve Party and to 

FBC, Bolivar for hosting us!!! 

  

We have the greatest youth! 



January 6th & 20th at 8:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship 

1st and 3rd Tuesday each month  at 8:30 AM. 

at Mid Lakes Baptist Association Office. 

We will provide the coffee!   All men are invited 

to join us.   

MID LAKES ASSOCIATION 

WMU GROUP MEETING 
 

 

Last Monday of each month at 2 PM. 

All ladies are invited to join in. 

Mrs. Leidra Stunkel is leading  the group                                

at the Association Office. 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO. 

 

 

Bring your own Breakfast and a Bible. 

MLBA Executive Board Meeting 

Tuesday,  January 20, 2026 

Berean Baptist Church, Bolivar. 
7:00 PM  Everyone is Invited.   

The January 6th 

meeting will be at 

Smith’s Restaurant 
with the MBC                   

Children’s Home 
hosting.  



FAIR PLAY – For over 20 years a living Christmas Nativity has sprung to life 
in December in this small southwest Missouri town. The First Baptist Church 
here opens up a Christmas Village to share the story of Jesus’ birth to the area’s           
residents. 

Pastor David Stunkel said this effort is an outreach to their community. He remarked that families seem to            
enjoy bringing their children and friends to see the various scenes portrayed by actors, narration and music. 

The guided tour begins when people approach the church and are greeted by costumed Victorian-era carolers 
who sing Christmas songs. The guests are invited into the welcome center where they sample cookies and hot 
chocolate and have opportunities for group photos. Groups of 10–15 are assembled and matched up with a tour 
guide to see the Christmas story scenes on the grounds of the church. 

Their first stop is Santa’s workshop, where they meet Saint Nicholas, a Christian saint often called Santa Claus 
in modern times. From there they stop in at “Grandpa’s Cabin,” and an elderly gentleman is reading the           
Christmas story to his family and interacting with the guests. 

From there the guide takes them to Bethlehem of ancient days. They see Mary and Joseph at the stable. Mary 
is on a donkey named Elmer and Joseph is by her side. The innkeeper is there explaining to them there is no 
room at the inn but they can stay at the stable. It is crowded in Bethlehem with many people there trying to 
register for the Roman census. A grumpy Roman soldier barks orders at the crowds. 

The next scene shows the newborn Baby Jesus, with Mary and Joseph, being visited by an angel and some 
shepherds who have come to worship the Messiah. 

Then the tour goes to a scene of some cowboys on horses talking together while on a cattle drive on the road to 
Springfield. They are talking about the Christmas story and the significance of the birth of Jesus. 

The message that everyone sins and needs a Savior is expressed, and Jesus Christ is held up as the Messiah 
sent to the world to pay for the sins of all people who will receive Him. And it all began in a little village 
called Bethlehem. 

Pastor Stunkel said Fair Play is a cattle-raising community, so horses, donkeys, cowboys, and stables are a 
common experience for the southwest Missouri residents. It is a hardworking, rural community. Farmers, as 
well as residents who drive into nearby towns to work, appreciate the efforts to share the gospel through this 
drama. Stunkel is a bivocational pastor, also working as a welder at the Tracker Boat manufacturing plant. 

He acknowledged that many volunteers from the church and community work together to put on the annual 
presentation in early December each year. David Taylor, a radio personality from Springfield station KWFC, 
narrates the storyline of the drama with accompanying music and special-effects lighting helping to tell the 
story. 

He said last year there were about 50 attendees who went through the Nativity event. “It really unifies our 
small community,” the pastor said. “There are lots of volunteers from the church and the town,” he added. 

“People get together and this has become one of their holiday traditions. We just try to connect the family             
traditions to the reality of the Nativity story,” Stunkel said. 

The Christmas Village Nativity presentation was first held in 2003 and has been presented most of those years 
since. This year it was on December 6 and 7. 

The MBC Pathway Newspaper ran this story about FBC, Fair Play. 

FBC Fair Play reenacts Nativity Story by Richard Nations  



Children’s Workers Invite! 
FBC, Bolivar invites all Children’s Workers                    

from all our churches to join them in a                  

Children’s Ministry Leader’s Group.  

Thursday, January 15, 2026 at noon.                      

At FBC Bolivar Rose Building.  

Bring your own lunch or take out and join them.  

Contact Julie DuVall for more information.  



 5:30 pm Fri - noon Sat  
Comfort Inn & Suites,  
Springfield, MO  
Free  
Meals provided by Whole Hog Cafe & Mr Goodcents  

 Register online at  
resoundnetwork.com/register  

 January 23-24  

 John Marshall  
Former pastor of Second Baptist  
Springfield; Past MBC President  

 Matt Kimbrough  
Associate Professor at SBU; Lay  
Pastor of Springhill Baptist Church  

This training is limited to 50 people. 



Berean Baptist: Will be hosting our MLBA  January Executive Board Meeting on      

 January 20th at 7 PM.  

Caplinger Mills: Is in search for a pastor to lead them to reach their community for 

 Christ. 

FBC, Bolivar: Dr John Marshall is serving as interim pastor.  Hosted the MLBA 

 Youth New Year’s Eve Party at their rec building.   Will be hosting a Marriage 
 Weekend, February 13-15.  

FBC, Fair Play: Was featured in the Pathway for their yearly Christmas Village.  

First Stockton: Are now livestreaming their sermons on YouTube: FSBC Stockton  

Heritage:  Still searching for a Senior Pastor.  Gary Urich is their Interim.  

Hispanic Ministry: Bible Study every Monday evening at 7 PM at the Rose Building.  

 Average attendance around 25.  Still searching for a pastor to lead in worship        

 services.  

Mt Etna: Please pray for Mt Etna as they begin their search for a new pastor.  

Mount Olive: Will be having the Baptist Men’s Day Event on January 18th, featuring 
 a Men’s Cake/Pie/Cookie Bakeoff that evening.  
Noble Hill:  Will be doing, “Whole Church through the Whole Bible in a Whole 
 Year”, this year. 
Southern Hills: Our Sunday sermons will now be uploaded as podcasts to Spotify in 

 addition to the website!  

AMS: Even though Bro. John is pastoring Mt Olive, he is still available to preach in 

 our association churches.  That is why Mt Olive has an early service and has 

 moved Wednesday nights to Thursdays.  He is glad to work with you and help 

 out any way he can.  

 

MLBA Executive Board Meeting:  January  20th at 7 PM at Berean Baptist Church 

MLBA Men’s Fellowship and Breakfast: January 6th (at Smith’s Restaurant)  & 20th 
at the Association Office. 

MLBA WMU Meeting: 2 PM  January 26th  

It is with a heavy heart that I share that Phillip Shuford, Director of Missions for 
Tri-County Baptist Association in Nixa, MO, passed away December 29th.           
Bro. Phillip was a faithful servant of the Lord who loved his churches, and did              
everything he could to make a difference for the kingdom of God. He will be 
missed. His wife Elsy has been affiliated with SBU for several years.   Please pray 
for his family, and for the churches in Tri-County Baptist Association as they go through this 
time of loss. Bro. Phillip now has perfect healing from his cancer, and is resting with Jesus!  



Webster County Baptist Association is planning a mission trip to Tepic,  Mexico.  This 

is where Nathan & Kayla White (our daughter and son-in-law) serve as Missionaries.  

Many of you know Nathan & Kayla.  If you are interested in going, you can  contact 

Webster County Baptist Association for more details or attend their planning          

meeting January 15th  6 PM.   -  Bro. John  













Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 65613 

Associational Missions Strategist: John Rhodes 

Office 417-326-4667, AMS Cell 573-579-5993 

Website: www.midlakesba.com 

Email: midlakessba@gmail.com 

Facebook Page: Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

John Rhodes, AMS 

Berean Baptist; Brighton Baptist; Caplinger Mills Baptist; Fender 
Chapel Baptist; First Baptist, Bolivar; First Baptist, Fair Play; First Baptist, Humansville; First Baptist, Morris-
ville; First Southern Baptist, Stockton;        Heritage Baptist; Mt Etna Baptist; Mt Olive Baptist; Noble Hill Bap-
tist; Rondo Baptist; Shepherd’s Way Church; Southern Hills Baptist; Wellspring Baptist Fellowship .  Plus our 
Hispanic Ministry meets on Monday evenings at 7 PM at the FBC, Bolivar Rose Building.  

Hispanic  
Bible Study                                            

Every Monday Evening at 7 PM 

At FBC, Bolivar’s Rose Building.  

Everyone is invited.  

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

9 AM -  4 PM 

 

Reminder:  If you have used the Block 
Party Trailer this year and have not paid the $35 
maintenance fee, please remember to do this.  
We are not trying to make money from this, but 
we do try to keep it in good working condition 
for all our churches, and this helps us do that. 

Thank You 

The Apologetics Newsletter 

Of the Missouri Baptist Convention 

Join their email mailing list and sign up for the Apologetics Newsletter, 
along with other ministry information. 

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001-jPUaCOg2sC0Dhz5EyBEewXN5OCbALFokhUJ3nLYnj-
n_KrRoBsju_Yc20ZkU0UusbVH1bfpOtAyWl3G7pkxmLG0iZ3z4ByikwOnc-kywFM%3D 


