February 2026

MID LAKES
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

BOLIVAR, MO (WITH CHURCHES FROM POLK, CEDAR, AND GREENE COUNTIES)

Missions and Ministry Together
Bro. John Rhodes, AMS (Associational Miions Strategist)

Hello Mid Lakes Family,

As I type this newsletter article I can look out my window and see the blinding white snow as the sun
reflects off it. Most of our churches missed gathering last week because of the 6”- 8” of snowfall we
received. The older I get, the less excited I am about getting snow, however, I do love the beauty it
brings as it covers the ground. It always reminds me of my salvation where the blood of Christ
washed me whiter than snow. Sadly, it doesn’t take long for the beautiful white snow to get covered
with the filth of this world. The dirt from plowing, shoveling, and just us walking on it tends to make
it look so bad. That is what sin does in our lives. We are to represent Christ to the world, but when
we sin, sin hinders the pure witness we are supposed to have. So, let’s build upon the foundation of
Christ and let His brightness shine through us.

I was looking at the calendar and realized that come March 8th I will have completed five years as
your AMS and starting year six. Boy has time flown. A lot has happened over the past five years. |
still get excited to see our churches ministering in so many exciting, yet differing ways. 1 look
forward to seeing what 2026 has in store for our churches, and for our association.

I will share that Bro. Charles Jackson has retired and is no longer the pastor at FBC, Morrisville. He
also was our moderator and has stepped down from that position. Please pray for FBC, Morrisville as
they begin their search for a new shepherd.

. BUILDING A FIRM FOUNDATION /=~
We also want to welcome Bro. David Stunkel as our new moderator, and , AT 124 .4

Dennis Mays who will serve as our vice-moderator.

We love you all,
Bro. John and Gayle Rhodes




Camp Committee Meeting
Sunday, February 15th at 1 PM

Start Praying NOW for this year’s Camps!

MLBA 2026 CAMP DATES

KiD’s CAMP
JULY 25 - 28TH (SATURDAY - TUESDAY)

YOUTH CAMP

JULY 28 - AUGUST 1.
(TUESDAY—SATURDAY)




MEN'S FELLOWSHIP
.‘-7:;3~ e T P R F = ;'."".;71 ~ e~

A F & I J <S5 ZL

Brivng your own Breakfast aud a Bible,

February 3rd & 17th at 8:30 AM

Men'’s Breakfast and Fellowship
1st and 3rd Tuesday each month at 8:30 AM.
at Mid Lakes Baptist Association Office.
We will provide the coffee! AIl men are invited to join us.
722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO
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MID LAKES ASSOCIATION
WMU GROUP MEETING

Last Monday of each month at 2 PM.
All ladies are invited to join in.
Mrs. Leidra Stunkel is leading the group
at the Association Office.
722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO.

There will be a special Thank You meal and service on
Saturday, February 21 at the Casa de Oracion Hispanic Church
in Springfield to say thank you to the Churches and
E\ Associations who have supported their Hispanic work in the

region this past year. Anyone interested in going, please
contact the Association office by Friday,

February 15th so we can register you.



2026

RESOUND
SUMMIT

with DR. CHUCK LAWLESS

February 17, 2026

Concord Baptist Church Register Online
Jefferson City, MO resoundnetwork.com/reqister

(+))» RESOUND
;\ |

mbMISSOURI
BAPTISTS



Children’s Workers Iwvite!

FBC, Bolivar invites all Children’s Workers
from all our churches +o join them in a
Children’s Winistry Leader’s Group.

Thursday, February 14 & March 1+ at vioow.
At FBC, Bolivar Rose Building.

Bring vour own lunch or take out and join thewm.

Contact Julie Puvall for wore information.

‘n‘
Children’s o E =
Ministry Luncheon e
JAN. 15 | NOON | ROSE BUILDING FROM:
114 N Springfield Ave ADDRESS :
Bolivar, MO 65613
You're Invited to be a
part of a Children’s Ministry
Leader Group! Connect,
support & share vision for
how to reach children in Julie DuVall
Polk County. Bring your FBC BOLIVAR CHILDREN'S MINISTER
own brown bag lunch or 417-326-2431

take out!
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GOD’S
JOB DESCRIPTION

New Date: March 6-7

Janugiy 23-24

John Marshall

Former pastor of Second Baptist
Springfield; Past MBC President

Matt Kimbrough . .
Associate P:ofessor athgBU; Lay RegISte ron I Ine at

Pastor of Springhill Baptist Church resoundnetwork.com/register

. This training is limited to 50 people.
5:30 pm Fri - noon Sat

Comfort Inn & Suites,

Springfield, MO

Free

Meals provided by Whole Hog Cafe & Mr Goodcents

RESOUND MMISSOURI E‘.."i] Southwest Baptist
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

MODR

Spring 2026 Opportunities:

Wonett Winrgville

New Site Church Laura Street Baptist Church

March 6-7 April 10-11

Visit Ougr W:ib?t; ur
Bringing: {lelp, {lope, and, {lealivg

You must Register. There are some changes so please check
out their website. Orientation is going to be online.

https://modr.org/disaster-relief-training-sign-up/
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CONFERENCE

TARGET
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WORSHIP LEADER KEYNOTE SPEAKER
TRAVIS COTTRELL DR. BRAD NEWBOLD

$50 PER ATTENDEE, INCLUDING SATURDAY LUNCH
(early bird rate of S35 by Jan. 1, also available for groups
of 10 or more and those only attending Saturday)
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PRESENTED BY THE MISSOURI BAPTIST CONVENTION & MBC WORSHIP I.EADERS % / _

P}
EGISTER AND FIND MORE INFORMATION AT GONCORDIC.ORG \
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North American
Mission Board

I»

NAMB Evangelism Training

Kansas City
March 9, 2026
10:30 AM-1:30 PM

First Baptist Church of Blue Springs
4500 Little Blue Parkway
Independence, MO 64057

To register go to:
https://web.cvent.com/event/544863ab-e242-437a-bced-01a3b8f0c512/summary



Mid Lakes
Baptist Association

5th Semi-Annual
Fellowship Meeting

BUILDING A FIRM FOUNDATION

MATTHEW 7:24 (‘g‘
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Sunday, April 26th
Noble Hill Baptist Church
Meal 5:00 PM
Service 6:00 PM

MUB# 2026

Guest Speakers

Wesley Vance Buddy Funk F

MBC President & MBC Church
Associate Pastor at Renewal
Crossway Baptist Team Leader
Church

“BUILDING A FIRM FOUNDATION”

PLEASE BRING YOUR CHURCH FAMILY AND JOIN US AS WE
LOOK AT BUILDING A FIRM FOUNDATION IN OUR CHURCHES TODAY.



RA CONGRESS 2026

April 17-18, 2026 - Missouri State Fairgrounds in Sedalia
S14 it $19 it (@ MissouriWMU

missions for life®

T-shirts are available at an additional cost when you register by 4/7/26.

-

But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousnosgi
and all these things shall

be added to you.

MATTHEW 6:3535




centrluld®

July 6-10, 2026

Southwest Baptist University
1460 S Pike Ave, Bolivar, MO, 65613, United States

For more information nd to register:

https://centrikid.lifeway.com/camp/
southwest-baptist-university-3/



MLBA Church News

Berean Baptist: In February will begin a “What 1s our Purpose” Church 101 class for

people mterested n finding out more about their church.

Caplinger Mills: Is in search for a pastor to lead them to reach their community for
Chnst.

FBC, Bolivar: Dr John Marshall is serving as interim pastor. Will host a Women’s

Conference March 6-7; Hosting a student Super Bowl Party Feb. 8th.

FBC, Fair Play: Pastor Stunkel 1s now our new Associational Moderator.

FBC, Morrisville: Pastor Charles Jackson has resigned and 1s retiring at the end of

January.

First Stockton: Are now livestreaming their sermons on YouTube: FSBC Stockton

Hertage: Still searching for a Senior Pastor. Gary Urich 1s their Interim.

Hispanic Ministry: Bible Study every Monday evening at 7 PM at the Rose Building.
Average attendance around 25. Still searching for a pastor to lead i worship
services. Will host a Thank You for Your Support meal and service at the at the
Casa de Oracion Hispanic Church in Springfield February 21st.

Mt Etna: Please pray for Mt Etna as they begin their search for a new pastor.

Mount Olive: Have had five new members join in the past two months.

Noble Hill: Bro. Dennis Mays 1s now our new associational Vice-Moderator.

The church will have Vision Sunday on February 1st.

Rondo: Rondo Baptist have begun a church history class on Wednesday evenings.
Jeftf Robidou 1s Pastor.

Southern Hills: Our Sunday sermons will now be uploaded as podcasts to Spotify in
addition to the website!

AMS: Even though Bro. John 1s pastoring Mt Olive, he 1s still available to preach in
our association churches. That 1s why Mt Olive has an early service and has
moved Wednesday nights to Thursdays. He 1s glad to work with you and help
out any way he can.

MLBA Men’s Fellowship and Breakfast: February 3rd & 17th. at the Association
Ofhce.

MLBA WMU Meeting: 2 PM February 23rd at the

MATTHEW 724
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The Apologetics Newsletter

Of the Missouri Baptist Convention

MISSOURI
BAPTISTS

Join their email mailing list and sign up for the Apologetics Newsletter,

along with other ministry information.

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001-jPUaCOg2sCODhz5EyBEewXN50CbALFokhUJ3nLYnj-
n_KrRoBsju Yc20ZkUQUusbVH1bfpOtAyWI3G7pkxmLGQiZ3z4ByikwOnc-kywFM%3D

Reminder: Churches are already beginning

HiSpaniC the process of reserving the Block Party Trailer
A for this year. As we do each year, for those
Bible StUdy using the trailer, we need a Certificate of Insur-

ance from the church’s insurance company
listing Mid Lakes as a secondary insured. Your
insurance agent can provide this document for
At FBC, Bolivar’s Rose Building. you. He can also email it directly to the MLBA
Office. midlakessba@gmail.com

Every Monday Evening at 7 PM

Everyone is invited.

Berean Baptist; Brighton Baptist; Caplinger Mills Baptist; Fender

Chapel Baptist; First Baptist, Bolivar; First Baptist, Fair Play; First Baptist, Humansville; First Baptist,
Morrisville; First Southern Baptist, Stockton; Heritage Baptist; Mt Etna Baptist; Mt Olive Baptist; Noble Hill
Baptist; Rondo Baptist; Shepherd’s Way Church; Southern Hills Baptist; Wellspring Baptist Fellowship .
Plus our Hispanic Ministry meets on Monday evenings at 7 PM at the FBC, Bolivar Rose Building.

Mid Lakes Baptist Association

| 4 722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 65613
4/ y Associational Missions Strategist: John Rhodes fiﬁd‘m;wmm @
oo Office 417-326-4667, AMS Cell 573-579-5993 el el G
Office Hours Website: www.midlakesba.com
Monday - Thursday Email: midlakessba@gmail.com
9AM- 4PM Facebook Page: Mid Lakes Baptist Association

John Rhodes, AMS



