
Missions and Ministry Together                                                                           

Mid Lakes  

Baptist Association 
Bolivar, MO (with churches from Polk, Cedar, and Greene Counties) 

Hello Mid Lakes Family. 

First I would like to say Thank You for all the prayers and support during the death of my mother. 
Mt Olive Baptist Church was very gracious to us, and Brighton Baptist Church donated ten Gideon 
Bibles in my mother’s honor.  That meant so much.  

The next two months host several opportunities and events within our association churches.  Be 
sure to look through the newsletter and see what great events are coming.  

Just a few reminders,  

See you at the Pole is September 23 

Our Annual Meeting is coming up October 12th at Wellspring Baptist Fellowship Church in Bolivar.  Be 
sure to elect your messengers and make plans on attending.  We will be voting on some changes to our Con-
stitution and By-laws.  

The first “One Great Day of Evangelism” is coming up in October.  The MBC is encouraging churches to 
take one day in October and have a focused evangelism event of some kind.  A way to reach your community 
for Christ.  I would encourage your church to consider something that could be done as an outreach event  
during the month of October.  Use the theme, One Great Day of Evangelism, to motivate your members to 
reach the lost for Christ. 

Plans are in the works for a local mission trip to Caplinger Mills in October /November.  We will be com-
ing alongside on of our sister churches and help Caplinger Mills Baptist Church make improvements to their 
church in order to advance God’s kingdom. Caplinger Mills Baptist Church is in need of some exterior work 
to their church.  Our missions committee has met with them and are working out details to plan a Caplinger 
Mills Mission Project starting in October.  There will be need for much help on this project.  Also, if a 
church would like to bless a sister church with financial assistance, that would be helpful  also.  Our missions 
committee is committing the MMO monies for the past two years to this project, and the church has some 
funding.  We just have to see how far it reaches, and how much we can get accomplished with what we have.  
If you like to contribute, just contact Bro. John for more details.  

I want to welcome Bro. Lindell Shelden to Mt Etna Baptist Church as their new pastor.   
We love you all,                                                                                                                                                         
Bro. John and Mrs. Gayle 







We had 50 people attend our Stewards of Children             

Conference representing 7 of our associational churches.  

For our association, that is a good number.    

Thank You to everyone who attended. 



Fall Mission Trip to Caplinger 
Mills Baptist Church 

Watch for more details as we 

(Mid Lakes Association          

Churches) help Caplinger Mills 

Baptist Church transform from 

the top picture to the bottom 

picture.  The first step in 

church renewal there.  

Let the association office know 

if you and your church want to 

be involved.  



August 1 st and 15th 

8:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast and             
Fellowship 

1st and 3rd Tuesday each 

month  at 8:30 AM. 

at Mid Lakes Baptist                     

Association Office. 

MID LAKES ASSOCIATION 

WMU GROUP MEETING 

September 28th @ 2:30 PM 
 

 

Last Monday of each month at 2:30 PM. 

All ladies are invited to join in. 

Mrs. Leidra Stunkel is leading  the group                                                     

at the Association Office. 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO. 

 

 









Selah will be in concert at First Baptist          
Bolivar on Saturday, September 26.        

Selah is a Nashville-based  contemporary 
Christian trio.  They have sold over 4        
million records and won 11 Gospel Music 
Dove Awards in their 29-year                    
professional music career.  This concert 
will be full of familiar hymns and gospel 
songs, as well as some of their greatest 
hits!  Tickets are available on our events 
page!      

 

Tickets are $25 for General Admission 
and $40 for VIP. VIP ticket-holders 
should arrive at 5pm for a Q &A with the 
group and to get first choice of seating. 
General Admission doors will open at 6 
pm. The concert will be at 7 pm. Children 
12 and under are free, and childcare (with 
registration) is available for PreK and       
under. 

 

Physical tickets are required for this event, even if you purchase them online.  Please pick up 
your tickets at the First Baptist Bolivar office Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m., or arrive early on 
the night of the event to collect them at Will Call in the West Lobby.  The First Baptist Bolivar          
office is located at 119 N. Springfield Ave., and the First Baptist Bolivar Worship Center is located 
at 316 N. Main Ave. 

All ticket sales are final. 



2026 Offering for 2027 Missions 

Statewide Goal: $825,000 

Eight Days of Prayer: 
September 13-20 

Because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 
Philippians 1:5 (CSB) 

10% of what we collect comes back to the association to use for local missions.  



Midlakes Camps 2026 went so unbelievably smooth. We had 30 awesome staff members 
who took care of everything from the little details to the big jobs. We are so grateful to 
have churches supporting us and praying for us, as well as an amazing group of leaders 
who come together every year to love on kids and do Kingdom work.  

For Kid’s Camp we had 37 students who were full of energy and ready to worship.  It was 
extremely hot during kid’s camp but nothing a little bit of pool time and popsicles could-
n’t fix.  

This was the first year in a long time that we switched out kid’s camp students and the 
youth campers simultaneously on the same day.  We think that it went really well.  As al-
ways, the Camp Committee is always making plans on how to improve camp for next year 
and we’re looking forward to another round in 2027.  

For Youth Camp, we had a total of 52 students. Recreation this year was competitive in 
which group could earn the most points during different games. It was really fun to watch 
the kids bond with their groups as they went through their daily activities. All in all, we 
had a great time at camp!  We ate some amazing food. We shared precious moments wor-
shiping our Savior together. We played some awesome and challenging games.  We spent 
quality time discipling students and sharing the gospel. And we had a lot of fun along the 
way!   

-Bre Piper 



Dr. Ron Mackey, Interim President                      
of the MO Baptist Homes 





Berean: Held their End of Summer Picnic with a great turnout.  

Caplinger Mills: Is about to begin a church renovation on the church exterior with 

the help of Mid Lakes Association Churches.  

FBC, Bolivar: Has called Dr. Jacob Conner as their new Pastor.    

FBC, Fair Play: Pastor David Stunkel is celebrating 25 years as their pastor, and has 

retired from Tracker, Inc.   

FBC, Humansville: Is continuing their pastor search.   

FBC, Morrisville: In the pastor search process.  

First Stockton: Are now livestreaming their sermons on YouTube: FSBC Stockton.   

Heritage:  Still searching for a Senior Pastor.   

Hispanic Ministry: Bible Study every Monday evening at 7 PM at the Rose                

 Building.  Currently 11-18 people are attending. 

Mt Etna: Called Bro. Lindell Shelden as Pastor.   

Mt Olive: Will be hosting a booth at Country Days again this year.   

Shepherd’s Way: Host the local Farmer’s Market on their property by the school. 
Southern Hills: Our Sunday sermons will now be uploaded as podcasts to Spotify 

 in addition to the website!   

Wellspring Fellowship: Will be hosting the MLBA Annual Meeting October 12th.  

MLBA Men’s Fellowship and Breakfast: September 1st & 15th at the Association 

Office . 

 MLBA WMU Meeting: 2:30 PM  Monday, September 28th at the Association           

Office.   

 

 

 

 

  



Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

722 E. South Street, Bolivar, MO 65613 

Associational Missions Strategist: John Rhodes 
Office 417-326-4667 (temporarily out of order) 

AMS Cell 573-579-5993 

Website: www.midlakesba.com 

Email: midlakessba@gmail.com 

Facebook Page: Mid Lakes Baptist Association 

Berean Baptist; Brighton Baptist; Caplinger Mills Baptist; Fender Chapel Baptist; First Baptist, Bolivar; First 
Baptist, Fair Play; First Baptist, Humansville; First Baptist, Morrisville; First Southern Baptist, Stockton;        
Heritage Baptist; Mt Etna Baptist; Mt Olive Baptist; Noble Hill Baptist; Rondo Baptist; Shepherd’s Way Church; 
Southern Hills Baptist; Wellspring Baptist Fellowship.    Plus our Hispanic Ministry meets on Monday evenings 
at 7 PM at the FBC, Bolivar Rose Building.  

Hispanic  
Bible Study                                            

Every Monday Evening at 7 PM 

At FBC, Bolivar’s Rose Building.  

Everyone is invited.  

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

9 AM -  4 PM 


